
The Temptations, often referred to as “American Music Royalty,” are world-renowned superstars of entertainment, 

revered for their phenomenal catalog of music and prolific career. The group will be celebrating their 60th Anniversary 

in 2021. To mark this milestone, the Temptations are planning a brand-new album, a national concert tour across the 

country, and an international concert tour in the UK in fall 2021. 

Named the “#1 R&B/Hip Hop Artists of All Time” and one of the “125 Greatest of All Time Artists” by Billboard 

magazine, as well as one of the “100 Greatest Artists of All Time” by Rolling Stone Magazine, the group is truly a 

beloved national treasure. 

The Temptations’ heritage, influence and contributions to, not only American culture and African American 

communities but also to the global music landscape are monumental. The influence that the Temptations have had 

on mainstream and global artists is undeniable. 

The group’s popularity is ever-increasing and they are one of the most iconic, bestselling brands in the entertainment 

world today. While the group has evolved over the years, Dr. Otis Williams has continued to lead the group and carry 

the torch forward for the next generation of Temptations’ fans. 

The group’s 60-year history spans both the 20th and 21st centuries and their music transcends generations. 

The Temptations’ story is a road map through American history. What began in Detroit, when a remarkable 

combination of soulful voices united, was the genesis of an epic journey that introduced multiple superstars to the 

world and produced some of the greatest music of our era. 

Considered trailblazers in the 60’s, leading the way, not only for themselves, but for other R&B artists and 

successfully reaching mainstream audiences here and abroad, the Temptations’ rise to fame was meteoric. When the 

legendary “Classic Five,” (Otis Williams, Melvin Franklin, Eddie Kendricks, Paul Williams and David Ruffin) released 

the single, “The Way You Do The Things You Do,” in 1964, which peaked at #11 on the Billboard Hot 100 Pop Chart 

and remained on the list for 11 weeks, it marked the beginning of a multitude of award-winning and chart-topping 

songs and albums that would be embraced by popular music audiences globally. 

They were among the first African American musical artists to crossover into mainstream America and appear on 

popular, national mainstream television programs, such as The Ed Sullivan Show, and The Hollywood Palace. At the 

time, this was an unparalleled accomplishment for African American entertainers. 

The Temptations, throughout the group’s evolution, have produced 53 Billboard Hot 100 Hit singles, including four 

that became #1 Pop singles. Additionally, they released 43 Top 10 R&B hit singles, 14 of which were #1 R&B hits. 

The group also has 16 #1 R&B Albums. 

The Temptations are the recipients of numerous awards and honors. They have won four Grammy Awards (and have 

received nine Grammy nominations), in addition to being awarded the Recording Academy’s Lifetime Achievement 

Grammy Award at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards (2013). The Temptations received their first, as well as Motown’s 

first, Grammy Award at the 11th Annual Grammy Awards (1968) for the “Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group, 

Vocal or Instrumental,” for their song, “Cloud Nine.” They won their next two Grammy Awards at the 15th Annual 

Grammy Awards (1972) for the #1 Billboard Hot 100 Hit, “Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone,” which won a total of three 

Grammy Awards that year: “Best R&B Vocal Performance by a Duo, Group or Chorus,” awarded to the Temptations; 

“Best R&B Instrumental Performance,” awarded to the Temptations and Paul Riser, and “Best Rhythm Blues Song,” 

awarded to Barrett Strong and Norman Whitfield as songwriters. The group won their fourth Grammy Award at the 

43rd annual Grammy Awards (2000) for their “Top 20” R&B Album, Ear-Resistible for the “Best Traditional R&B Vocal 

Performance.” “My Girl” was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 1998, and “Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone” was 

inducted a year later in 1999. 

In 1983, Ron Tyson, one of the group’s current lead vocalists, joined the Temptations. In May of 1983, the televised 

anniversary special Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever, aired on NBC-TV and the extraordinary battle between 

the Temptations and the Four Tops led to a road tour of the two groups, famously called the “T’NT” tour. The two 

legendary groups still perform together today while on their respective concert tours. 

In 1989, The Temptations were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Blockbuster #1 hits “Just My 

Imagination,” “Papa was a Rollin’ Stone,” and “My Girl” are among the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s “500 Songs That 

Shaped Rock and Roll.” The group was also inducted into the Vocal Group Hall of Fame in 1999, and into the 

Rhythm and Blues Music Hall of Fame in 2013. They were invited back to the Rhythm and Blues Music Hall of Fame 

in 2017 to receive “The R&B Male Group of the 20th Century” Award. They received the NAACP Image Award “Hall 

of Fame Award” in 1992. 

In 2018, the Library of Congress announced the induction of the Temptations’ classic mega-hit, “My Girl” into the 

National Recording Registry. 

In November of 2019, the Temptations appeared on Billboard’s 125th Anniversary list of the “125 Greatest of All Time 

Artists,” in music. 

Dr. Otis Williams, the sole surviving original Temptation, Ron Tyson, a lead vocalist with the group for 37 years, Terry 

Weeks, a lead vocalist for 23 years, Willie Greene, Jr., bass vocalist with the group for four years, and Mario Corbino, 

who joined the group this year, always look forward to serenading fans with their soulful voices, lighting up stages 

with their famous Temptations’ Walk, and bringing joy to audiences of all ages.
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